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to our members and friends... 


Even after 43 years of service no agency can assume that everyone knows its history, 
purposes, or day-by-day operations. 

| should like therefore to tell you about the work of the American Social Hygiene 
Association. 

ASHA works for healthy communities, free from venereal disease and its conse- 
quences. In partnership with official health agencies, we provide public information about 
VD —through press, radio and TV, and we publish VD pamphlets and teaching aids. 

We study national, state and local VD problems and work with community leaders 
to secure adequate VD control appropriations. We develop research projects to study special 
VD problems. ASHA also works with international groups to help reduce VD everywhere. 

ASHA works for communities free of prostitution and related vice. On request of 
health and law enforcement officials, civic leaders and the Armed Forces, our special inves- 
tigators study commercialized prostitution and allied vice in communities. 

We report their findings to city and state officials, social hygiene organizations, 
community health and welfare councils, the U. S. Public Health Service and to all branches 
of the military. 

Our regional representatives work to gain official and citizen cooperation in clean- 
ing up vice conditions and in preventing the entry of prostitution into communities where 
it does not currently exist. 

ASHA works for strong family life, sustained by a healthy community environment. 
Our educational activities aim at helping individuals and families to understand themselves 
and others —thus enabling them to live useful and satisfying lives. 

We work with community leaders to develop environmental conditions which foster 
good family living. 

ASHA works to protect the health and morale of the Armed Forces. In addition to 
studying prostitution conditions near military posts, we provide educational materials and 
services to the Armed Forces, thus furthering the efforts of the Armed Forces Character 
Guidance Councils. 

These, broadly, are our tasks. This report will tell you in more detail how we went 
about them and what results we achieved in 1956. 
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When many people decided prematurely that penicillin had solved the venereal disease 


problem, ASHA did what a voluntary agency should do. We educated people to the 
hazards of untreated VD and publicized the fact that some 1,900,000 people in the 
U. S. had untreated or incompletely treated syphilis. 

We researched the national VD problem and worked with other agencies to 
secure increased federal appropriations when drastic slashes threatened the nation’s 


VD control program. 
Beginning in 1953, the Association of State and Territorial Health Officers, the 


American Veneral Disease Association and ASHA sent a questionnaire annually to state 
and large city health officers, asking them to pinpoint their VD problems, assess their 
scope, comment on epidemic outbreaks, critical age groups, high incidence problems. 
Discuss whether they thought reported cases reflected actual incidence and pinpont 


their needs— staff, funds, clinic facilities. 


THE 1956 STUDY SHOWED... 
=» An increase in the attack rate of syphilis in 19 states and of the attack rate of 
gonorrhea in 16 states; inadequate funds to support effective VD control in 37 


states. 
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= Increases in VD attributable to defense plants, migrant labor, military installations. 


=» An estimated 200,000 VD infections a year among teenagers. A national rise in 
reported syphilis—first since 1948. 


ACTION ... 


The ASTHO, AVDA, the American Legion and the Community Services Division, 
AFL-CIO, joined forces with ASHA in putting the facts before Congress. 


RESULT... 


An additional half million dollars of federal money directed into state and local VD 
control programs. 


ACTION... 


ASHA put the facts before newspapers, magazine writers and editors. 


RESULTS... 


A five-part serial by Robert Bird in the New York Herald Tribune followed by a sum- 
mary in The Reader’s Digest; an article in This Week Magazine; and several hundred 
newspaper articles, features and editorials. 


ACTION ... 


ASHA prepared proposals for foundation support of a two-year study of Teenage VD. 


RESULT... 


Grants totaling $92,000 for this purpose. 


In late 1956, a national committee began guidance and direction of the Teen- 
age VD Project. In early 1957 the study will move from blueprint to working stage. 
This study will, we hope, effect both parental concern and positive community efforts 
to help young people through the difficult teen years. 
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RED LIGHTS DIMMING 


Red Light districts were once commonplace in towns and cities 

Now, although the Red Light district has all but disappeared, somewhat less 
conspicuous brothels and call-girl systems have emerged. 

Several million young men in the Armed Forces, migratory workers, tourists, 
and young men away from home in their first jobs are profitable targets for prostitution. 


IN 1956... 


» ASHA’s investigators made 191 studies of prostitution in 172 cities, 34 states 
— requested by the Armed Forces, the Public Health Service and city, state and 
county officials. 


In 151 communities local authorities were alert to prostitution problems and 


vigilant about vice racketeers. 


In 21, law enforcement and other officials tolerated flagrant prostitution. Most of 
these cities were near military posts where service personnel was the goal of 
exploiters. 
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At first glance, the problem seems to be reaching minimal proportions. But 
here are the reasons why ASHA does not relax its efforts. Prostitution recurs. Com- 
munities which enforce the law and later relax usually find prostitution returning. 

We receive more requests for studies than we can now meet. 

Sporadic prostitution exists in many tourist resorts, in migrant labor camps, in 
small communities near larger cities. “Payday prostitution” exists near most military 
posts. 

The Armed Forces rely on ASHA, the sole national voluntary agency which 
provides information on prostitution and related vice, to continue this operation. 

Lieutenant General J. H. Collins, Commanding General Fourth Army, grati- 
fied with ASHA’s studies prior to Military Exercise Sage Brush, wrote on January 
23, 1956: 


“A review of the after-action reports...reflects outstanding accomplish- 


ments in the minimization of vice conditions and crime. 


“..the efforts of the American Social Hygiene Association contributed 
immensely to the repression of conditions which would otherwise have 
proved detrimental to the health, welfare, morals and discipline of the 


thousands of participating troops in the maneuver area...” 


ASHA’s regional representatives follow up our studies, work with city officials, 
organize committees to maintain civic vigilance and, when necessary, stimulate citizen 
groups to take action against bad conditions. As a result, they achieve community action 
as in Danville, Illinois. 

Danville, near Chanute Air Force Base has had a prostitution problem affect- 
ing military personnel and its own civilian population. Today, following ASHA’s work 
with city officials and civic leaders, injunction proceedings have started against oper- 
ators of brothels. 

On the other hand, in cities where officials openly favor a segregated prostitu- 
tion district, it takes many weeks to develop counter-acting public sentiment. 

Many factors must be brought to public attention: the wretched example set 
for youth by elected officials, the injury to a city’s reputation as a place to rear families, 
the economic losses taken when new industry refuses to open in a vice-ridden city. 

A new task faces ASHA in 1957: study of a sampling of cities where prostitu- 
tion is less of a problem than the unregulated bars, juke joints and other places which 


constitute moral hazards to young people. 


page 6 


The quality of family life is the focus of ASHA’s entire program. 

The major emphasis in our program is, therefore, education which will help 
individuals and families to live together comfortably and happily. Newspapers, radio, 
television, magazine stories, as well as scholarly studies and reports, highlight emo- 
tional and behavior problems of both children and adults. The results of these prob- 
lems are delinquency, crime, broken homes and unhappy lives. 

Education will contribute to preventing and solving these problems. But the job 
is complex, demanding simultaneous work on several fronts...with young people pre- 
paring for marriage, with parents and with children in their formative years. 

There are many professional workers now providing both formal and informal 
education for family living in the course of their work. All of them are seeking the 
best possible guidance in applying the knowledge they already possess to the job of 
strengthening family life. 

Since 1953, aided by a foundation grant, ASHA has developed projects to help 
teachers provide education for personal and family living in the schools. These projects, 
originally focused on persons preparing to become teachers or now teaching, have since 
been expanded to involve representatives from community agencies and organizations. 


ABOUT THE PROJECTS 


Each covers a group of states sharing many interests and concerns in which socio- 
logical factors and community attitudes are fairly similar. Midwest Project: North 
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and South Dakota, lowa and Minnesota...Central Atlantic Project: West Virginia, 
Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia...New 
England Project (started in November, 1956): all New England States. 

Each has a coordinator, an advisory committee and a group of consultants — 
educators, other professional workers, school board and PTA representatives drawn 
from the region. 

Each project group produces publications designed to serve as guides in regional 
programs. 

These materials are put to work in conferences, institutes, in-service education 
courses ...in developing teaching guides and outlines...in curriculum revision. 

ASHA’s education staff stimulates development of projects, serves them as con- 
sultants and helps with implementation plans and project evaluation. 


A FEW OF THE PRODUCTS, AND BY-PRODUCTS, OF THE PROJECTS IN 1956... 


In the Midwest and Central Atlantic regions summer workshops boomed: at University 
of Minnesota...Marshall College, Huntington, West Virginia... Northern State Teach- 
ers College, Aberdeen, South Dakota...in the public schools in Roanoke, Virginia, where 
city teachers produced a classroom guide for use in their own school system. 

Pre-school workshops, special conferences, institutes and meetings flourished: In 
Davenport, Sioux City and Fort Dodge, Iowa...in Fargo, North Dakota...at North 
Carolina and East Carolina Colleges...in Washington, D. C. 

Project publications were in constant demand in the project areas, throughout 
the country and the U. S. Territories —66 were requested by countries as widely separ- 
ated as Yugoslavia, Indonesia, South Africa, Italy and Korea. A partial breakdown of 
1956 distributions of project publications (exclusive of 3,182 requested in the project 
areas) shows that 34 cities in California received 230 project reports...15 in Indiana 
received 41...24 in Illinois received 121...20 in Michigan received 123...40 cities in 
New York received 1,576. 

These publications were naturally of interest to teachers, school administrators, 
professors of education and PTA representatives. But clergymen, health educators, 
nurses, social workers and participants in Armed Forces Character Guidance work 
found them equally useful in their programs. 

To increase the projects’ effectiveness, the education staff made a total of 59 
visits to 38 cities—in 25 states—for consultations, lectures and conferences during 
1956. They helped edit project reports, wrote a valuable Guide for Planning Confer- 
ences and an expository leaflet, A Challenge for Teachers, to increase community under- 
standing of project activities. 

The future is promising. Further foundation support has been secured, subject 
to periodic review of achievements. With a broadened school-community agency base 


for projects, greater service can be given to both official and voluntary agencies in 
1957 and beyond. 
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...and getting smaller. Distances shrink daily, more and more people are on the move. 
A voluntary agency cannot evade international responsibilities. VD is a world 
traveler. Prostitution anywhere threatens family life. Unhappy homes produce thwarted 


people— some dangerous to world peace. 

Budget for our international activities has been traditionally low owing to pres- 
sure of national problems. ASHA has made use of volunteers and of a small founda- 
tion grant in its international program. 

Our international division is Regional Office for the Americas of the International 
Union against the Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses. We also work in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations Children’s Fund, WHO, the International Union of 
Family Organizations and the International Conference of Social Work. 


DURING 1956 THE INTERNATIONAL DIVISION... 


# Consulted with 48 visitors from 24 countries: physicians, nurses, public health 
and welfare officials, leaders of national thought. 

=» Published a quarterly newsletter Novedades (in English and Spanish) to a 
subscribers list of 500. 
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= Acted as host to delegates from 18 Latin American countries at an informal 
gathering in Washington during the First International Symposium on VD and 
the Treponematoses, sponsored by WHO and the U.S. Public Health Service. 


=» Was represented at international conferences in Mexico and Nicaragua. 


« Distributed VD films in Spanish, Portuguese and English to Latin American 
health organizations. 


s Published or reprinted both popular and technical materials in Spanish : Cuidese 
Usted Mismo (a pamphlet on syphilis)...Bases of Penicillin Therapy in Syphilis 
...The Treponematoses from the Public Health Point of View. 


1957 PROMISES THESE, AMONG OTHER ACTIVITIES... 


= Representation in Stockholm at the International Congress of Dermatology 
and the 1957 General Assembly of the IUVD and T. 


s Field service to Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru—the aims : community organization 
for VD control, family life education and repression of prostitution. 


s Publication of a Spanish pamphlet on gonorrhea, Como Esta Usted. 


s Two articles to be published by the U. N.—The Role of the Prostitute in the 
Spread of Venereal Diseases...The Prevention of Prostitution and the Rehabili- 
tation of its Victims in North America. 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 


ASHA’s program reaches the people of the country through many official and volun- 
tary agencies and organizations, national, state and local. 

Some are social hygiene societies or committees. But one or more aspects of 
our program are also the active concerns of health departments, school systems, police 
departments and courts, Armed Forces Character Guidance Councils, health and wel- 
fare councils, case work and group work agencies, and religious organizations. 

ASHA’s regional directors work with all of these agencies and with many civic 
leaders. They interpret and promote all phases of social hygiene program, act as 
consultants, and stimulate coordinated community effort in meeting social hygiene 
needs. 

In 1956, regional directors made 424 visits to 236 cities in 42 states. This was 
in addition to the state and local services rendered by the education staff, special 
investigators and members of our national office staff. 
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Net Worth—January 1, 1956 


Income—January 1 to December 31, 1956 
Contributions from community chests, other united 
campaigns, the United Defense Fund and individuals. . $396,184.20 


Membership dues and annual publication.............. 1,189.76 
15,877.75 
11,019.37 

Special projects — Foundation grants: 
Project on education for personal and family living. . 101,304.53 
Total income for 1956 $580,332.28 


Expense — January 1 to December 31, 1956 
$ 73,139.01 


Medicine and public health. 15,139.33 
Publications and educational materials................ 10,745.05 
Special projects: 
Project on education for personal and family living.... 76,034.29 
Total expense for 1956 $518,318.62 
Margin of income over expense for 1956................. 


$ 27,827.85 


Capital funds (Savings accounts) 40,034.71 
William Snow medal fund. 831.01 
Project on education for personal and family living.... . 33,942.69 


Net worth — December 31, 1956... 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1956 


$120,173.96 


$182,506.49 


$ 62,013.66 


$182,187.62 
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Men and women all over the country and the world, contribute constantly and richly 
to the development of the social hygiene movement. 

We cannot honor them all...they are too numerous. But each year our Com- 
mittee on Awards designates several to receive Honorary Life Memberships in the 
Association and one to receive the William Freeman Snow Medal for Distinguished 
Service to Humanity. 

Here are the names of those who received awards in 1956 for notable work in 
social hygiene, extending in each instance over many years. 


WILLIAM FREEMAN SNOW AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO HUMANITY 


Major General William H. Maglin 
Provost Marshal General, U.S. Army 


HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 


Colonel Harold Taylor 
Provost Marshal, Fourth Army 
San Antonio, Texas 


Russell J. Fields, M.D. 
President, Social Hygiene Society 
of the District of Columbia 


Lawrence Arnstein 
Executive Secretary San Francisco 


Orel J. Myers 


Social Hygiene Association Honorary Vice President, ASHA and 
es member of Advisory Board of the 

, Social Hygiene Association of 
Jules Kopp, M.D. , Dayton and Montgomery County 
Vice President, Missouri Dayton, Ohio 
Social Hygiene Association F 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Colonel Levi M. Browning, (M.C.) USAF 
Surgeon, USAF Academy 

and Lowry Air Force Base 

Denver, Colorado 


Daniel Bergsma, M.D., M.P.H. 


Commissioner of Health of 
the State of New Jersey 


Thomas Fort Sellers, M.D. 


Director of the Georgia Department 
of Public Health 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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